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Corpi of Enginesrs, United Stabmn Aemy

by

its battalion units—the 19th Engineer Battalion,

Combat. and the 84th Engineer Battalion, Con.
struction—were in the vicinity of Qui Nhon, approxi-
mately 30 rund miles south of the Song Lai Giang.
Vietnam. in August 1966. when ther wers assizned
to pruvide combat enginesr support for the 1st av.
aley Division | Air-moebile) in clearing the enemy
ftom Phu Cat to the ses and north to Bonz Son in the
Bigh Dinh I'rovinece. (See Figure 1.0 Following this
niission. it was planned to move the bulk of the Agr.
niwbile Division north of the Song Lai Giang to con-
et operations in the An Lao Valleyr and the Bong
Son Plain, This move would require an airfield north
of the river to lhandle sustained C-130 trafe. The
337th Group was ordered 10 select a site and build the
required aicfeld.

T HE 937th Engineer Group, Combat, and twa of

THE SITUATION

From {Jui Nhon, highwayr Route 1 was open to Al
lied traffic for about 15 miles to the north but. bevond

that. it was eontrolled by the Viet Cong and the Ny
Vietnaness Armiy, The road was in paor mndj“m
with numerous euts. washouts, fords, blown brid
and a few bridges of low elassifieation still intyg’
With an ardegguinte Sewurity foree and drg.' winthep the
roule eould be neratiated with lizht velieles:

At Bong Son, the Seng Lai meandered over a wj
fint valley. The river bed consixted of sand. mud lersnpy
and fine gravel, which in the dry season and at oy
tide was largely exposed. At high tide it was ingy.
dated with from 13 inches to 4 feet of water. The maig
stream of the river varied from approximately 150
feet wide at low tide to about 1.600 feet at high tids
with the main channel about 8 feet deep. The Roota |
highway bridge erussing the river was a multipl
sinzle Eiffel truss. 1.600 feet long. Several of the spang
had been damaged and the mazimum capacity was 19
tons A few hundred meters to the enst an undama
railroad bridge spanned the river. Both bridges |og
direetly into the town of Dung Son on the north bank
of the river.

Near the village of De Due. about 4 miles north of
Bong Son, a regiment of the 22nd Division. Army of
Vietnam (ARVN). wns camped in o semifortifiad
position. This eantonment was served by a laterite
landing strip 1.700 feet long. The 8th Engineer Bat
tulinn of the 1st Cavalry Division (Air-mobile) had
eotistructed this strip during a sweep of the An Lag
Valley and had named it “English” after a soldier
killed in that aperation. Auother airstrip. some 1.500
feet long. served a Special Forees camp just west of
Bong Son. Reconnaissance showed that Eneslish af.
fered the best possibilities for expansion. Extensive
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earthmoviog would be required, and it was obvious
that heavy earthmoving and construction equipment
would be needed. .

The problem was hiow te get the construction squip-
ment to the site. It appeared possible fto get it up
Taosuite 1 1o the river, but erossine was anather matter.
A defailed reconnaissanee showed no suitable egress
points on the far shore. and to construet them wounld
pequite poaing through heavy enprn sroves or houses
in the town. The wide shallow water and sand 10 be
erossed made Soat bridging on the river impracti-
cable. and the main channel was too deep to ford, Be.
cause of the river nbstucle. combined with the prob-
lems of overland movement. this approach was aban.
doned in favor of o movement up the coast by sea

In the previons Cavalry Division operations above
the river, logistical support had been brought in by
s to a point on the beach some 8 miles north of De
Due, In that astion o eausewny and a brides had been
built acroes a tidal inlet to reach the beach donex and
the sen. The dunes had been partly flattened and eov.
ered with laterite to form a stabilized handling area.
When the operation snded. the bridees had been pulled
nut and the site abandoned. The Viet Cane and Xarth
Vietnamese Army quickly re.establizhed themselves
in the area.

Aerial reconnaissance of the remon showed troces
of the laterite cap and part of the causeway remain.
ing. Weather and tidal aetion had badly eroded both.
Tnlond. about a mile from the beach on the route to
the village of Taum Quan and Route 1. a G0-foot bridge
appeared 1o be intact. It was deeided 1o use this sams
site to bring in the engineer equipment.

FREPARATIONS

The 93Tth Group named the operation DrEe

The 19th Engineer Battalion was sssirned to land
two companies oo the beach. construet a bridge across
the tidal inlet. repair the causewar, and elear the road
from the beach to Tam Quan and then south to De
Due for the passape of a construction company and
its heavy equipment.!

The 84th Engineer Battalion. Construction® was
ordered to provide the construction company and ex-
tend the landing strip at English to 4.000 feet,

Arrangements were made for a security contingent
from the 22nd ARVYN Division at Bong Son and for
st transportation and supporting Naval gunfire,

When the consiruction company reached De Due,
phase T of the operation would be complete. The 19th
Battalion elements were to make their way overland
back to Qui Xhon and the ARVE was to seeure the
beach and bridzes until the construction company had
enmpleted its work and was ready to be extricated.
The extraction would be phase I1.

The Xavy agreed to provide transportation but be-
eause of heavy Naval enmmitments the type of ship
whicli could be released would not be known until a
fow hunrs befors 1t was available. Thiz meant that the
mnve might be made in a 2,300.ton LET. a 1.650-ton
[.3T. or in a larger ship of the LD 1rpe. The punfiee
ships would be releassd at the appropriate fime and
would rendezvous with the foree ar the landing =ite,

The ARYN Division azreed to provide a battalion

IThe 19k Bapislssa ik was ssngned 0 Compasy A sad o iha
Sk Lagipees Campany | Panel Mndge), whah wss spsched 18 e
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scebrity foree but stated that the foree would move
tu the landing site only one time and would remain
there until the end of phase 11, For SECUTITY repsons.
the Vietnamese refused all but nerial TEONNA ssanes
of the region until the landing took place.

W ﬂ-rilﬂ? from a Hight over the site and from acrinl
photographs. the 10th Engincers constructed o seale
maodel of the landing area. It appeared that the bridze
venstruetion site would be in a sandy arva and would
be coustricted by trees and village huts. The lensth
of the bridge needed was judged to be 29U four, A
Bailey bridge spac of this leogth would require a
double double truss to carry the anticipated loads,

In preparation for the projeet. the 309th and Com.
paoy A conducted intensive Bailey bridge training.
They worked in both daylight and darkness and in
heavy sand. Company A organized special clearing
teams for mines and booby traps. Loading plans were
made for a ship of each of the three sizes whish might
be used. Truck drivers wers trained in backing with
trailers so that loading would not be delaved The
H0dth obtained the bridging required and detailed
lunding lists were prepared. The bridging was stacked
by lvads, and men and vehicles were returned 1o their
pre-lj:._'uz rasks. awaiting orders to move.

During this period, the S4th Engineer Battalion
was also heavily engaped in preparation for its eon-
struction 135k and for the ses movemen:. Construe-
tion equipment was put into the best possible state
of repair and an advance party was Hown ro De Die
to make surveys and other preparations so thati the
construction foree could begin work immediately upon
arrival. Thus prepared, the 84th also waited,

PHASE |

After several days passed and oo ship lud hecome
available. another reconnaissance Aight wa« wade over
the landing area to verify the conditions. Twe very
significant changes had occurred. In an apparent reac.
tien 1o the earlier dights. the Viet Cong had hinwn
the 60-foot bridge near Tam Quan. destroving most
of t]ue‘abutmuu as well. At the causeway, high tides.
resulting from storms in the Socuth China Sea. had
washed out another section of the road. This greatly
mremd the requirement for bridginz. A TO-foor
double single Bailey spap would be required for the
blown gap and a 250-foot double double truss with
3o intermediate panel pier would be werded to repair
the causewar. Ship space now became eritical. and.
to accommodate the additionsl brideine, the loading
plans had to be changed, Saveral panel and teansom
loads were shifted from dump trueks 1o 3.ton float-
bridge trucks and a number of the combat AT HATIA"
dump trucks had 10 be eliminated from the plan. Sinee
continued washing of the causewar, with <till more
bridging requirements. eould jeojurridine the whole
nperation, the landing areu was watehed with mount.
ing concern.

At about noon an September 10 the IS8 Guasfon
Hail, a Landing Ship Dock LSDY. arrived 1o sup-
peirt the mission. The embarkation offcer wont ashors
to vo-ordinate the loading, and Company A and the
30Mh Cempuny began loadine preparations. Four
Lapding Craft Utility (LCU's) were ensaged to
shuttle from the Qui Nhon port landing ramps to the
Gunston Hall. Loading bepan at 4 p.m. and wos com-
pleted by 2 am. the next morning. Although the em.
barkation was slewed by rough water washing inte the
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werll aliwek ol thoe STV gipnl LI P T 1||I|11|| truek was
dropped by the erame ax it was lifted from the well
bk 1o the main deck, the Gunston Nall moved out
tee %ot ghortly after londing was complersid,

thi the same morning the ARYN Task Foree nioved
il ol D Drae and reached the landine site at Hjijirng.
bty 31 ., having met only speimdie resisipnes
v route, During the might the Guuston Hall had
residezvoused with a destrover and o LSME Landine
~hipr Medinw Rocket; and all three ships wore stapl-

iz ol the beaeh when the security fores arrived. Al
Himighy the weather at the site was good as prepara-
tiniis for landing were begun. storms farther out in
tHie South China Sex were causing o hizh surf. This
:uil the beaeh sand. which was far less stable than had
tivn onticipated. made landing extrewelyr diffieult
“ven for determined and well-equipped engineers.
Lulldozers were put ashore first. followed by dump
trivks. High waves woshied complerelv over several
trucks stalling then just in front of the landing craft
and the excess water added to the already very heavy
bricdge loads. The trucks could not negatiate the deep
=il and had to be towed by the bulldozers to the
lnterite-stabilized aren. Several 14-ton vehicles wers
rotally inundated and the trailers flooded, resulting
m the luss of o nomber of radios. thus reducing com-
munications throughout phase I,

Most of the troops were brought ashore in the after-
neon. Mthough the LOU s could pet fairly near shore.
the men were heavily pounded by the surf as they
fought their way toward the beach, When anloading
was completed. the Guaston Hall returned to Qui
~hon to pick up the construetion company

The troops ashore moved quickly 1o join with the
ARYVXN soldiers in o defensive perimeter and 1o their
preplanned tasks. It was found immediately that there
was iusufficient construction area for the bridge. Sand
had drifted into a Jdune almost 30 feet high. within
iU feet of the causeway exit. ond would have 1o be
dozed nside. XNo soomer had the work beoun tham it
was discovered that the local inhabitants had used
this area for burying their dead. Several interments
had been made as recently as 30 davs before the land.
gs, Sinde pacification begins with respect for the
feelings of the Vietnamese people. an orderly dis-
imterment was sought. American soldiers worked with
the ARVN to find the families conceroed. and they
were then paid 1o remove their deceased members.
The eugineers were annoyed by this delay but moved
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aliead with what ther could do. Fifteen-man assault
boats were used to ferry panels out to the piec sits
and pier construetion was begun. Cables were strun
for anti-mine bonms and M4 balk were attached for
Hoats. The lavout erews went to the far shore and
worked back toward the construction site with eribbing
and rollers. Bridge equipage was stacked for quick
neeess. Defensive locations were dug awnd o burbed.
wire perimeter was strung. By the afternonn of Sap.
ternber 16, the graves were all removed und dozing to
open up the construction area began. As rapidly as the
sand was pushed aside. the bridge assembly progressed.

The enemy harassed the ARVN perimeter with spo.
radi¢ fire and oeeasional probing but did not move
with foree. Twice on the second night ashors the
American defenses were probed. The engineers were
inhibited from firing inasmuch as the ARV battalion
was supposed to be manning a perimeter outside the
work area

Oun Seprember 16, Company B of the 84th Battalion
(the eonstruction company) began its move ashore
and the combat treops pushed throughout the night
ta finish the bridge The following morning mine.
elearing tenms advonced across the brides and began
swespitg the route to the second copstruction site.
The 500th Engineers erected the 70-foot bridge there
i less than three hours, and by early afternson. the
S miles of road to De Due had been clearcd. Eleven
mines and eight booby traps had been discovered and
blown along the wayr, The construction troops followed
gs the road was opened and by midafternann reached
the airfield construction site. By nightfall all troops
from the 19th Battalion had moved to the south bank
of the Song Lai Giang with their vehicles. The next
morning. joined by a security element from the lst
Vavalry Divizion, they made their way donn Route 1
te (i Nl Phase 1 of Drke was complete

FHASE 1

I*hase 11 began in early Dvtaber whon the 19tk
Rattalion raceived orders ti ywve the chisinier con.
struction company back frow English aeeticld 1o the
heach lamding site, to remove bath the Tikfoot and
2. foot Bailey bridges, and to replace them. FOSTHEC
tively, with a 60-foot Clase 12 steel stringer bridge
and a 250-frot suspension foatbridee? The battalion
swith 118 equipage was then to be withdrawn by sea,

In the interim from phase 1, considerable improve.
mient bad been made on Route 1. and Companr A of
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e 10h had been assiened 1o copstrist aeess and
putess 10 the railroad brides at Tlang =on aml to devk
ili |.|ri||;'r far veliseular 1eafle.

D Oetober 6 the SP0L gl tle 25400 LR I ]
el onid Tros 0300 Nhesn Dinalead witls sspne 900 pans
of «téel aml lumber for use on the railroad bridee
1 I|||Ell‘rl.|'ll tie 1he e LA R ST AT |'|'..|'.|'ri..'||r T N T T wi ]
pii==iobt o oxoeept the G feat steel steineers whieh weors
peve Dkl te be moved that distance by ronl . Thess
umpits repehied the river late that afternoon and s
faedend the materials for the railrond heidme. The next
periiiig they  were able, with their Tielinened il
sl vehicles, to move geenss the highway brid=ze 1o
Iinng Son and en up Route 1 1o De Dhae, Thiers they
were joined by an ARVY security unit for the piove
o the beach.

The astivines of the Cavalry Division seath of the
river had forced the Viet Cong and the North Viet.
miness Army into aetion and. as a resolt. the poute to
rhe Beaich bridees and the arca around them were mueh
more hostile than had been the case in phage 1. The
ey had been warching the progress of construetion
at the airfield and knew that as it neared completion
the extrieation phase was imminent. The snomy wepe

e lizld back only by the very effective artillery fire
fram the ARYVN camp near De Due and from the 1wo
Naval gunfire ships which had returned concurrentls
with the engineer troops

'-"! en the epeineers reachod the site they prepared
Lefansgive pm:‘rmn.—. amd olid sueh preparatory waork as
thev could. short of pulling the bridges out. As in
phese 1. the key to the timing of the mission was the
svailability of a ship o 1ake the men and equipment
uff the beach.

Meanwhile. a light /1.630-ton) LST pulled in to
1l ramp ot Qui Xhon on Detober 8 to take oo the
st#¢l stringers for the <hort bridpe. This stesl had
been loaded on a 3-ton tractor with a 'r:rmhn-- dally,
It was intended thar the rig be backed into the wall
¢f the LET, but the tlope of the ramp was such that
this woutld not be done. The steef had to be unlonded
and winehed onto the well deck. This required that
the steel be dragred o by bulldozer at the beach. The
LT departed Qui Xhon and. on the morning of the
fehi. was off the beash Several atiempis were
nade to land near the teaops bat shifting sand had
made the water too shallow, Finally. the LST was
plle 1o get near the shors several hwndred metors
silifly oof the bridee =ite whers the 2tvel wis dpaesed
o by bulldozer. Wien it became obvious the LST
wollld not be able 10 1ake an the heavy construction
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E=ginsnry Worliag on ihe Suspemacen Fostbridge

stjipment and extricate iself from the beach. 2 mes-
=igv. wak radired to Qui Nhoo requesting LUT s be
it up the coast to complete the mission

iip the night of Dutobir 9, a loman enemt tenm at
tucked the perimeter of the engineer camp. In this
exclangs one attacker wos killed and a mortar round
idestroved one 21 ..ton truck. Papers found indicated
it the dend man was a captain i the XNorth Viet-
et Army aml alse that the enemy intended
itack and destroy the bridges. The perimeter was
promiptly reinforeed. squipment was shified. and the
trinps were ordered to get the Bailer bridoes out be.
the enemy could attack them, The EAZIneeTs
worked with grim determination. and by the next
rvening the bridges had been pulled and disassembled
and the towers of the footbridge had been anchored

HE a4

in place. About midnight the soemy struck in foree
wirth heavy mortar fire on engineer positions. The

battle continued throurhout mest of the night with
Aaval gunfire and Air Force Dragon (CA7 Minigun )
planes jolning in the defense. Casualties were 15 engi-
NEers -mumfcd but the enemy fared much worse El.
davlizht the troops were back on construstion. mere
vager than ever to complete the job and =¢t off the
Feach.

Two days later the LCU"s having delivered the
vanstrugtion foree of the S4th Bartalion o Qui XNhon.
returned to the beach for the bridee companies. These
smaller vessals and the slow turnaround time invalved
meant that some of the engineers had 1o s1ax on the
beaeh for several more davs. [t was Octaber 18 when

the last troops and their equipment were put ast
8 Qui Nhon

(peration DURE was aver. Anather in an wnep
«erieg of diffienlt engineer challenges in Vietnum had
Pt met :md overgome, Witlh two davs rest aod re-
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